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American Indian 
Magnet School 
(651) 778-3100 
 
Harding Senior High 
School 
(651) 793-4700 
 
Saint Paul Indian 
Education 
(651) 293-5191 
  
     The AIS Program provides 
the opportunity for ALL 
students, of any and all 
cultures, to learn American 
Indian history, literature, art, 
and language from a Native 
perspective.   Both Ojibwe and 
Lakota languages are offered.  
All AIS classes meet district 
and state content standards, and 
have been developed as 
rigorous, yet culturally 
competent courses.  
     Through collaboration with 
the Saint Paul Indian Education 
Program, we offer additional 
support for American Indian 
students, including attendance 
and grade monitoring, college 
and career exploration, and 
social services.  
 
 

Saint Paul Public Schools 

AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES 
American Indian Magnet School * Harding Senior High School * Saint Paul Indian Education 

 

 

Water is Life: A Year in Review 

 
Students Celebrate IPD 
 
AIS and SPPS Indian Education celebrated Indigenous Peoples’ Day with a 
parade, food, speakers and demonstrations by students and local community 
members on Monday, Oct. 10, at Indian Mounds Regional Park.  
 
“Water is Life” was the theme of the school and community sponsored 
event. About 300 Harding students walked to the American Indian Magnet 
School (AIMS).  The entire Magnet school student body and the Harding 
students comprised the parade, which began at 11 a.m.  We marched from 
AIMS to Indian Mounds Park, where lunch was served. Students chanted 
empowering slogans and raised banners in support of protecting water and 
environmental concerns. 
 
AIS students presented and showcased their cultural teachings during the 
program at the park.  
  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our AIS Distinctions Graduates! 
 

 
We are proud to present our graduating seniors who have earned a Distinction in American Indian Studies.  This 
is an academic and cultural honor that students earn by meeting several criteria.  These include taking at least 4 
year-long AIS classes, with 2 years of either Ojibwe or Lakota language, and maintaining a 3.0 or higher G.P.A.  
Students also need to exhibit leadership and service in the Native community.  This program is open to students of 
all cultural backgrounds.  Each year approximately 1/3 of our Distinction graduates are non-Native students.  
 

Devlin Moose: I’m going to Saint Paul College and then the U of M.  I wish to create music & perform at venues around the city.  I’m 
also interested in starting my own business or going into education.  At Harding I’ve learned a lot about myself & my culture.  Being in the AIS 
program was really refreshing for me. I would like to thank Mrs. Schroeder, Ms. Harper, Jack Auginash, Kerrie Troseth, Barry Frantum, and my 
mother, Jane Harstad.  
 
Cierra Bulau: I will go to college to major in English and psychology or philosophy.  From there I plan on going to law school.  I hope to 
excel in my future studies and eventually live a successful, stable life, raising determined children. The best advice I could give is stay focused.  
Don’t worry about petty drama. AIS has helped me feel like I belong and I’m important. With every new semester I knew no matter how many 
things changed, I could go into any AIS room or the office and see not only familiar faces, but ones who cared and remembered me.  It was a 
sanctuary, a place I felt safe.  I would like to thank all the AIS staff.  They’ve been the most honest and caring staff I’ve met at Harding.  They’ve 
been there for me more times than I can count.  
 
Serinity Kimble: I plan to go to UW-Riverfalls in the fall and major in Biology.  I’m going to become a surgeon.  I hope to be married 
and have children.  My advice to future Harding students is to just focus on your school work.  That’s the only real job you have.  AIS taught me 
that you have to fight and push for things that you want in life.  I would like to thank my mom for understanding that Distinctions was important 
to me. And I would like to thank Barry Frantum, he pushed me to do my best.  I also would like to thank Angie Harper for helping me. 
 
Jasmine Watts: I plan on going to college and becoming a good physical therapist.  My advice to incoming freshmen is don’t slack off 
with grades!  Do what you got to do because it will help you in the long run.  AIS taught me things that history books don’t tell me.  I would like 
to thank the AIS teachers because without them I don’t know what I would have done.   
 
Isaac Marshall: I plan on going to St. Thomas to study criminal justice.  My advice is to stay true to yourself no matter what people think 
or say.  AIS allowed me to learn about my culture and language.  Having these classes made my learning experience tolerable.  I would like to 
thank all the AIS teachers and my friends who’ve helped me through everything. 
 
Skyler Kuczaboski: I plan to attend Dartmouth College in the fall. I want to study psychology, sociology, Native American Studies 
and creative writing.  I plan to go to medical school & become a psychiatrist and offer free services to Native youth. I also hope to be a 
published author and be fluent in the Ojibwe language.  To freshmen, I say “Dive in!”  Don’t hold back from accelerated classes or joining extra 
curricular activities.  It will be much easier to make friends and connections with teachers that way. AIS enriched my learning experience by 
providing classes and knowledge about a culture I have identified with since kindergarten. I have learned about myself and my history. I would 
like to thank Jack, Barry, Mrs. Schroeder & Ms. Harper for supporting, guiding and encouraging me throughout the 4 years I have spent at 
Harding. They are my family. 
 
Bayli Seltzer: I’m going to MCTC to get my associate’s degree in nursing. My hopes and dreams for the future are to be financially 
stable with a career I love.  My time at Harding has been amazing.  I’d tell freshmen to get involved in After School Programs.  Getting involved 
helps making new friends and exposing them to new experiences.  AIS helped me learn how to balance school & friends.  I also learned good 
study habits.  I want to thank Kerrie Troseth, Renae Davis, Angie Harper, Stephanie Schroeder, Barry Frantum, Jack Auginash for giving good 
advice and helping me pick myself up.  
 
Asmaa Mohamed: I want to become a nurse and help the sick.  I had a really nice time here. I learned a lot of lessons.  My advice is 
to watch your friends and be Real.  AIS showed me about a new culture which I love.  One lesson that will stay with me is to accept everyone’s 
culture & religion.  I would like to thank Mrs. Schroeder for teaching me, for listening, and for always being a sunshine when we come into class. 
 
Phoua Thao: (NOT PICTURED) I hope to own a daycare someday, or have a position involving early childhood.  I want to be helpful to 
my community and people.  High school may seem intimidating but as long as you do the right thing have a little fun it’s not so bad.  It’s okay to 
get out of your comfort zone and challenge yourself.  AIS opened up my mind to be more thoughtful of my environment and the people 
surrounding.  I would like to thank all the AIS teachers and staff for being the understanding, caring, and setting good role models.   
 



 
 
 
 
 

Where did we go this year?  AIS FIELD TRIPS! 

FOND DU LAC TRIBAL COLLEGE 
 
On Wednesday November 2nd, 2016, 65 
AIMS AVID middle school students  
visited the Fond du Lac Tribal and  
Community College in Cloquet  
Minnesota, during their first Campus  
Visit Day of the year!  Students enjoyed  
meeting faculty and staff, plus the fun,  
hands-on activities. 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

MPLS INSTITUTE OF ARTS 
 
Mrs. Schroeder brought her American 
Indian Art classes to the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts on Wednesday, May 
24th.  Students had a chance to tour the 
Native American collection, before 
breaking out to explore the rest of the 
museum.  Armed with sketchbooks, the 
art students took to their assignment to 
draw a piece that spoke to their aesthetic 
eye.   

AMERICAN INDIAN MONTH 
WELLNESS FAIR 

 
On Wednesday, May 3rd, Harding students 
went to the American Indian Month 
Wellness Fair at the Indian Center in 
Minneapolis with Kerrie Troseth, the 
Indian Education counselor, and Jack 
Auginash, the AIS Cultural Specialist.  
Students were able to interact with health 
exhibitors, participate in health 
assessments, and taste test healthy food 
samples.    

 

VALLEYFAIR 
 
On Monday, May 22nd, Harding AIS 
students celebrated a successful school 
year by going to Valleyfair.  Students 
paid for this trip through year-long 
fundraising efforts—which enabled them 
to pay for 30 tickets and lunch for 
everybody!  It was a beautiful day.  
Everyone got plenty of sun, and it was a 
great bonding experience for all! 



 
 
 
 
 

Fierce Competition at Native Language Bowls! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minnesota Indian Education Association Annual Conference, Prairie Island, 
October 17th.  We brought 4 teams: AIMS middle school Ojibwe & Lakota, and Harding Ojibwe & 
Lakota.  Our high school Lakota team took 2nd place!  

  
 

 

 

 

Harding High School AIS & 
University of MN 3rd Annual Oyate 
Language Bowl, April 29th  
 
This is our very own language bowl, which 
we host at Harding.  A bevy of AIS students 
volunteer for the day—the quiz bowl 
couldn’t happen without their hard work!  
The AIMS middle school team, coached by 
Feron Thunderhawk, earned the 5th place 
trophy!   
 

 

 

 

 

Ojibwe Language & Culture Bowl 
at Detroit Lakes, March 24th  
 
We brought 2 Ojibwe teams on this 
overnight field trip to Detroit Lakes.  We 
had one high school team and one middle 
school team, coached by Mrs. Schroeder 
and Ms. King, respectively.  Our high 
school team came home with the 3rd place 
title! 

Jack Briggs Annual Ojibwe 
Language & Culture Bowl at Fond 
du Lac, May 5th  
 
This is the State Level competition of the 
Ojibwe Quiz Bowl circuit.  We were able to 
bring 5 teams this year: 2 high school, 2 
middle school, and 1 elementary team (the 
“Shorties”).  The high school teams earned 
4th and 5th place, middle school teams came 
in at 9th and 18th, and our elementary team 
was 12th, out of 24 teams!  Way to go! 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

AIS Activities!  Keeping Busy…  

 
  
 

 

Harding Student Voices  
By Nolan Berglund 
 
Harding Student Voices is a group of indigenous and non-indigenous students at Harding 
Senior High School. This group of students recognized the struggles that students have faced 
within the school system while tackling topics like race, equity, and student rights and 
responsibilities. This student-led team organized a presentation about the truth behind the US 
National Anthem and how teachers should be aware of the rights students have regarding 
standing for the National Anthem. They shared this presentation with the Harding faculty at 
the November staff meeting.  These students came together to hopefully not only address, but 
change the problems within the school system so future students will not have to. 
 
 

AIMS participated in UNITY DAY: Together against bullying — united for 
kindness, acceptance and inclusion, on Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

AIMS made it ORANGE to try to help end bullying! We showed our true colors when it 
comes to bullying. The AIMS WEB Leaders care about AIMS being a safe and supportive 
school for the community and to unify we made our color ORANGE on Unity Day. 
That’s the day everyone can come together – in schools, communities, and online – and 
send one large ORANGE message of support, hope, and unity to show that we are 
together against bullying and united for kindness, acceptance and inclusion. 

Individuals across the nation, and even worldwide, participated in Unity Day. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

October Powwow: Water is Life 

 

Food, Clothing and Supplies Collected for the Water Protectors at 
Standing Rock 
 
American Indian Studies was proud to collaborate with Indian Education and host the October 
Powwow at Harding this year.  The powwow was the same week as Indigenous Peoples’ Day, 
and so we decided to keep with this year’s theme, “Water is Life.”  We collected donations for 
the Water Protectors who were camped in Standing Rock, and people gave generously.  
Donations included food, winter clothing, and blankets.  All items were brought to Standing 
Rock the following weekend by Harding teacher Robert Pilot.  Harding AIS students 
volunteered at the donations table, selling concessions, and general set-up/clean-up.  It was a 
great evening of community and family—coming together for a united purpose.   

 

April Powwow: Isnala Nazin Wacipi 
Community Dance & Fundraiser for Barry Frantum 
 
Our community came together and hosted a healing powwow for our good friend Barry 
Frantum in April.  Barry is the AIS Lakota Language Teacher, a storyteller, Men’s Traditional 
Dancer and Singer.  He was diagnosed with Stage 4 Lymphoma in January.  He is facing this 
battle with strength and humility, with every intention of returning to teaching next fall. 
On Friday, April 21st, Barry, his family and community joined together for an evening of 
singing, dancing, hope and prayer.  There was an Anishinaabe jingle dress healing dance, a 
Mexica healing dance offered by the Kalpulli Yaocenoxtll Mexica Dancers, a blanket dance 
for the family, taco sale, and raffle.  This powwow was organized by Saint Paul American 
Indian community members.  Space and security were donated by Harding High School and 
SPPS Indian Education.   
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 

AIMS Ambassadors 2016-2017 

 

In December the American Indian Magnet crowned its annual Ambassadors. Our AIMS 
Ambassadors help motivate and inspire our young people to think about how to weave through 
the complications of going to school while trying to find a path of success.  At AIMS we have 
developed the Ambassador Program to have young people who volunteer their time to share 
their own educational and cultural journeys with students and the community. From a first 
hand perspective, they directly communicate how much our school has to offer, and often offer 
personal stories about their satisfying and ever-changing lives here. Students had to prepare 
and give a speech.  Part of the process meant obtaining three letters of recommendation from 
teachers and community members.  The final test is the exhibition dance in front of the whole 
school during the AIMS Winter Powwow. All of the contestants did a wonderful job. This 
year's winners are: Gabriella Roman-Davila, Hector Roman-Davila, Niamani Neeland, Alyssa 
Downwind, and Nathan Berglund. These students will be representing American Indian 
Studies and the American Indian Magnet School at various powwows and community events 
throughout Indian country for the next year.  Congrats to all contestants! 

 
 

  
 

AIS Girls Group at AIMS 
By Angie Hernandez 
This year our Middle School girls group worked 
on creating ribbon skirts. We talked about the 
reason behind the skirts and have fully embraced 
the power we as women hold in our communities. 
The girls worked a lot this year on how to be allies 
for each other and how we as women should build 
each other up and not break our own down. Our 
girls group met at least twice a month and each 
time we met we were able to strengthen our bond. 
The girls each held each other responsible for 
grades, behavior and just being there for each 
other. 
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AIS Expands our Course Offerings 
 
American Indian Studies is proud to share that our curricular program continues to grow!  This year, 
with support from the District, we were able to offer a full-time Lakota Language teaching position at 
AIMS and 2 levels of Lakota at Harding.  We have offered Lakota for many years, but it was part-
time between AIMS & Harding.  Feron Thunderhawk joined our team to teach Lakota at AIMS.  
Barry Frantum continues to offer Lakota at Harding.  The next step will be to offer a 3rd level of 
Lakota and provide the option for students to earn college credit.  Currently our Ojibwe language, 
Level 3 students are able to earn college credit through our partnership with Fond du Lac Community 
& Tribal College.   
 
AIS at American Indian Magnet Middle School 

• Ojibwe Language, Levels 1 & 2 (Option to earn high school credit) 
• Lakota Language, Levels 1 & 2 
• American Indian AVID: A college prep class for Native students 

 
AIS at Harding High School 

• Ojibwe Language, Levels 1, 2, & 3 (Option to earn college credit through Fond du Lac 
Tribal College) 

• Lakota Language, Levels 1 & 2 
• American Indian Support (9th/10th grades): College & career exploration, transition into 

high school 
• American Indian Support (10th/11th grades): College & career exploration, transition into 

post-secondary options 
• American Indian Art (Beginning, Advanced, & Studio) 
• American Indian History 
• Minnesota American Indian History (Advanced) 

 

 

 

Winter Storytelling 
 
AIS hosted our annual Winter 
Storytelling Event on Friday, February 
10th.  We were proud to welcome Michael 
Charette from the Red Cliff Band of Lake 
Superior Ojibwe.   His spirit name is 
Bapa Waagash (Laughing Fox).  
Laughing Fox is a flute player, singer and 
artist.  He shared a blend of traditional 
Native stories and his own original 
stories. 


